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We have a goodly number of articles in this issue mixed mostly between European and 
ancients. First time contributor Arnaud Clairand collaborates with Robert Ronus in 
their article on illegally issued protestant coins in France during the Counter 
Reformation (1545-1648). The murder of the De Witt Brothers is the subject of Paul 
Oostervink’s well done exposition on the associated medals with the historical 
background including France. Eric Hodge’s article about countermarks on French coins 
has an obvious association with France. That makes three articles with a French 
connection. I want to thank the respective numismatic auctions houses for their support 
by allowing me to reprint some of their articles with special mention of Shanna Schmidt 
whose commentary I combined with the NAC article on an aureus of Domitian. The 
previous bulletin was devoted exclusively to Latin America but this month we have on 
only one short article for that area; it concerns a particularly famous and well 
documented eight reales. 
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Illegal “Protestant” French Coinage Struck at La Rochelle 

Arnaud Clairand and Robert Ronus, NI #LM139 

France, like many other European countries, was tom apart after the Reformation by 
conflicts between the adherents of the new Protestant faith and the supporters of the 
established Catholic Church. The French Wars of Religion lasted from 1562-1598 but 
local conflicts continued for some time afterwards. The starting point is considered to 
be the Massacre of Wassy in March 1562. Under the Edict of January that year, 
Protestants had been given the right to hold services outside their towns but not inside. 
Fran?ois II, Duke of Guise, found a group of Protestants in the village of Wassy holding 
a service in a bam inside the village and, when his soldiers were not allowed in, they 
ended up massacring the worshipers. Francis’s son, Henri I, founded the Catholic or 
Holy League in 1576 to oppose King Henri Ill’s concessions to Huguenots (as the 
Protestants were called). Intermittent civil war followed. Finally, after Henri Ill’s 
successor, the Protestant Henri of Navarre, converted to Catholicism in 1593 and a new 
religious settlement was enacted by the Edict of Nantes in 1598, the Wars came to an 
end. 

La Rochelle was a major Atlantic port and became a center of the Reform movement 
in the 16th century. The pastor Pierre Richter arrived in the town in 1558 and founded 
the first Reformed church. In 1558 the town obtained the right to hold Protestant 
services inside the town and, when war broke out again in 1568, it rallied to the 
Protestant side. All the Huguenot (French Protestant) leaders—Jeanne d’Albret, Henri 
of Navarre, Conde, Coligny, Rohan—came to the town. Under the Edict of St. Germain 
(1570), La Rochelle was designated one of four “places of safety” for Protestants. In 
1571 La Rochelle hosted the 7th National Synod which decreed the important 
Confession of Faith of the Reformed Churches of the Kingdom of France. In 1572 the 
St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre of Protestants ended again hopes of peace and later 
that year La Rochelle entered into conflict with the king when he tried to impose a 
Governor on the town. Royal forces besieged the city from December until June 1573, 
when a compromise peace was concluded. In 1576 the Peace of Monsieur (the honorary 
title of the king’s brother, the duke Francois d’Alengon) exempted La Rochelle from 
having any royally-appointed governor or garrison and in effect gave the town the 
privilege of ruling itself. From 1568 to 1598 La Rochelle was an independent city. 

The Edict of Nantes in 1598, which formally ended the Wars of Religion, granted the 
Huguenots substantial rights. King Henri IV aimed primarily to promote civil unity. 
The edict separated civil from religious unity and offered general freedom of 
conscience to individuals. La Rochelle retained a privileged status. It was confirmed as 
a Protestant “safe haven,” in support of which the king paid 180,000 ecus a year. The 
subsidies were reduced by degrees. In 1620-21, the Huguenots held a political 
assembly in La Rochelle, despite it being forbidden by King Louis XIII, who had 
succeeded Henri. Louis took the head of an army and marched on the “safe haven” 
cities. By the peace of Montpellier in 1622, which ended a Huguenot revolt in 
Languedoc, 1 the fortified Protestant towns were reduced to two, La Rochelle and 
Montauban. 

With this background, it is now time to turn to the “Huguenot” coins struck in La 
Rochelle between 1625 and 1628. 
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There had been a mint at La Rochelle since the 14th century. The mint was very active 
in the 15th and early 16th centuries but was officially closed for long periods later in 
the 16th century and in the 17th century. One of those periods was from 1619 -1638. 

During this period, on September 29, 1625, Jean Gachot, lord and officer (pair et 
procureur) of the mayor and magistrates of La Rochelle, gave an order to eight workers 
and moneyers of the town to strike coins when called to do so. The issue would be 
under the responsibility of Amaud de Montauban, master (commis a la maitrise), under 
a decision of the town council on September 27. The eight moneyers present refused 
to carry out the striking on the grounds they had sworn an oath of loyalty to the king 
and the Cour des monnaies (the superior court for all matters of civil and criminal law 
relating to coin making and the use of gold and silver). Gachot replied to them that the 
money would be struck with the type and arms of the king just as if it had been done at 
his command and that besides it would be for his service and for the good and 
maintenance of this town which belonged to him. The workers and moneyers persisted 
with their refusal to such a degree that Gachot threatened them with legal action. It is 
probable that all this was an act of convenience to save appearances and protect the 
workers and moneyers from being prosecuted for counterfeiting. Indeed, the mint did 
not remain inactive: 2 quarter ecus, one eighth of an ecu and some douzains are known 
and were certainly struck in the last quarter of the year 1625. 2 On February 5, 1626, 
Louis XIII signed a treaty with the Protestant opposition. It seems that ordinances then 
went out prohibiting the use of the unauthorized coinage of La Rochelle. Indeed, there 
is one such ordinance in the archives issued by the authorities in Marans, some 26 kms 
from La Rochelle, as early as January 8,1626. Certainly the mint at La Rochelle seems 
to have again become inactive in early 1626. 

The treaty between the king and the Protestant opposition did not last as Louis XIII 
was determined to establish full control over his kingdom. By 1627 the position of the 
Protestants in La Rochelle had deteriorated. In July 1627 an English naval force landed 
on the lie de Re off shore from La Rochelle. They were quickly followed by French 
troops under the Duke of Angouleme who ordered the Rochelais not to aid the English. 
In August royal troops set up camp in front of the town and began to interrupt supplies. 
The Roche lais began to prepare their defense with the construction of the Fort of 
Tasdon. On September 10 La Rochelle fired its first canon shot at the royal troops of 
Fort-Louis and the siege began. The royal army encircled the town with a line of linked 
forts. 

The siege was the trigger to reactivate the La Rochelle mint. On September 18, 1627, 
the Town Council approved a new commission for Amaud de Montauban to manage 
the mint and strike quarter ecus at 32 to the mark of silver (7.648 g), eighths of an ecu 
at 64 to the mark (3.824 g) to the same standard as other quarters and eighths of the 
Kingdom (917/1000) and douzains at 100 to 105 to the mark (2.447 g to 2.331 g) with 
a standard of 3 gros fine (47/1000). 

On September 22 the Town Council named by commission the personnel of the mint 
until Christmas 1627, with a note of defiance to the officials of the Cour des monnaies 
not to bother them nor make any kind of investigation into the fabrication being carried 
out and to that effect impose silence on the Procuror General in the Cour des monnaies. 
Josue Gargoulleau, magistrate, and Jean Papin were named guards; Daniel Barraud, 
lord of La Rochelle, became receiver of receipts and Jean Georges, citizen of the town, 
was made controller. The Council ordered the workers and moneyers to hold 
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themselves ready to strike coinage under pain of their goods being seized and sold and 
their being put in prison. 

On September 27, 1627, Jean Georges went to the Mint. He informed the workers and 
moneyers that a new commission had been granted to Amaud de Montauban and they 
were required to strike coinage under his authority and that of others named by the 
Town Council. As in September 1625, the workers and moneyers refused to obey. It 
appears again this was an act of appearance designed to protect them. 

On October 12 Louis XIII arrived at the royal camp with his minister, Cardinal de 
Richelieu. On November 8 the English were defeated on the ile de Re and forced to 
evacuate. The royal forces then started to build a dike cutting off La Rochelle, sinking 
59 ships filled with rock. The town could no longer receive supplies. The king thus 
hoped to force the town to open its gates by starving them. After the departure of the 
English some La Rochelle representatives begged the English king to send help to the 
town but two attempts to resupply the town failed. 

The situation in La Rochelle got worse and worse. Finally, faced with mass starvation, 
representatives of the town went to meet Cardinal de Richelieu on October 8, 1628, 
and the following day signed a surrender agreement. On October 30 royal troops 
entered the town followed by King Louis XIII himself on November 1. On November 
18 La Rochelle lost most of its special privileges and liberties, although there was an 
amnesty and Protestants were left free to exercise their religion. Nevertheless the 
Huguenot party was destroyed and there would be no more “Protestant” coin issues. 

By May 10,1628, Gabriel Chassebras, councillor of the Cour de monnaies in Paris had 
been commissioned to make an enquiry into the La Rochelle coinage. He could only 
start his enquiry on October 30 when the town had been taken by royal troops. On 
November 8 he went to the Mint where he only found Andre Pommier, head of the 
community of workers and moneyers, who had had lodgings at the Mint since May 
1624. Among other things, he was the guardian of a safe in which so-called “siege 
coins” had been kept, including coins struck in 1625, 1626, 1627 and 1628. He 
informed Chassebras that the guards were Gargoulleau and Papin and that they worked 
under the authority of Amaud de Montauban. He also said that the engraver was 
Jacques Chabot, a former goldsmith of the town who had recently died, who had been 
commissioned by the town. 

After a hearing of several town goldsmiths and Jean Maynier, Chassebras—claiming 
he had been made protector of the La Rochelle Mint—on November 15 went to the 
home of Jacques Chabot, goldsmith and son of the late engraver of the same name. The 
younger Chabot handed over 29 upper and lower dies, and 132 punches and letters as 
well as 11 weights left by his father. 

The following day Chassebras went to the home of Etienne Mignot, guardian of gold 
and silver, who was the testing clerk (commis essayeur) at the Mint. Mignot gave the 
counsellor of the Cour des monnaies in Paris the register of tests which contained only 
4 pages as well as the fragments of coins from the tests of February 25, July 20 and 
September 10, 1628. Chassebras took advantage of the presence of Mignot to carry out 
a test of two quarter ecus recently struck at La Rochelle. He found the first was 10 
deniers 23 grains (913/1000) and the second 11 deniers 1 grain (920/1000). 
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On November 17, 1628, Chassebras returned to the Mint where he had the safe, which 
was guarded by Pommier, opened. According to the inventory, it contained 1198 upper 
dies and 38 lower dies. All these dies, as well as those handed over by Chabot, were 
defaced, not without difficulty, by two farriers who worked on the job for two days. 

On November 18, 1628, Chassebras went to see Papin and Gargoulleau, the two 
former Mint guards, who declared that Papin had only assisted Gargoulleau, without 
signing anything. They also said that the coin concessionary, Amaud de Montauban, 
was only a figurehead for the town and that in fact he was dead. 

On November 19 Gargoulleau handed over the two registries of deliveries he had kept 
during the years 1627 and 1628, at the beginning of which the guards’ commisions 
were transcribed. This implied he exercised his guard commission only starting on 
September 22, 1627, and was not involved in the issues of 1625 and 1626. As far as is 
known, the mint personnel involved in the fraudulent issues of 1625-1628 were not 
bothered in any way. In a letter dated October 23, 1628, written in the presence of the 
citizens of La Rochelle, Richelieu had promised the inhabitants their lives, the 
enjoyment of their property, the abolition of their crimes and the free exercise of 
religion. On November 10 Richelieu determined the fate of the town: he reestablished 
the Catholic religion, the clergy recovered their property, the fortifications of La 
Rochelle were demolished and the town’s privileges abolished. 

Review of the illegal coinage 

While the douzains are common, the quarter and eighth of an ecu are rare. Here is a 
1625 quarter ecu which was offered in cgb’s (CGB Numismatique) December 12, 
2017, live auction in Paris (lot 458662). 



©CGB Numismatique Paris 


Obv.: LVDOVIC • XIII • DG FRAN • ET • NAVA REX * 1625. Cross fleury with 
cross of four stops in center. Rev.: SIT.NOMEN. DOMINI. BENEDICTVM (blessed 
be the name of the Lord). H (= La Rochelle) Crowned French arms (3 lis) dividing II 
II (= 1/4). AR. 28 mm. 7.62 g. Orientation of dies: 3h, Dup. 1332v. Gad. 27v. Ciani 
1682v. Dr. 2/86. KM 47.8v. 

This type of hammered 1/4 Ecu was struck between 1610 and 1645 at a variety of 
mints. This illegal Protestant issue looks the same as those struck at official royal mints. 
This is not surprising because it was also struck legally under the king’s authority at La 
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Rochelle in 1615,1616, 1617 and 1618 so they already had the dies. The silver content 
is also the same. As mentioned above, the coins tested by Etienne Mignot were 
913/1000 and 920/1000. An analysis of one in the Cabinet des medailles in Paris by 
the Centre Ernest Babylon showed it was 920/1000. All these conform exactly to the 
royal standard of 917 with an allowed variance of 913-920. However, La Rochelle did 
cheat on the weight. The commission granted to Amaud de Montauban fixed the 
standard weight as 32 pieces to the mark for the quarter ecu (7.648 g) and 64 pieces to 
the mark for the 1/8 ecu (3.824g). The standard for legal coins struck at the various 
royal mints was 25-1/5 pieces to the mark for a 1/4 ecu (9.712 g), with a minimum 
variance of 25-2/5 pieces to the mark (9.636 g). In essence the coins were 32 pcs to the 
mark instead of 25.2 which is a net shortage of 21%. The difference was very profitable 
for the town. The absence of any mintmaster or engraver’s mark on the La Rochelle 
coins is worth noting. It shows the principal actors knew well they were not following 
the prescriptions of the Cour des monnaies and that the issues were illegal. 

The douzains, known for the years 1625, 1626, 1627 and 1628 bear witness to 
continuous striking so that we may one day find 1/4 ecus and 1/8 ecus for all the four 
years. Here is a 1628 example which was offered in the cgb Mail Bid Sale 12 in June 
2001 (Lot 822). 



©CGB Numismatique Paris 


Obv: + LVDOVICVS • XIII • D G FRAN • ET • NAVAR (re) REX - H. Crowned 
French arms dividing 2 Ls. Rev: SIT NOMEN DOMINI • BENEDICTVM 1628 
(blessed be the name of the Lord). Cross fourchee with 4 crowns in angles. Billon. 23.5 
mm. 3.49 g. Orientation of dies: 12h. Dup. 1342. KM 58.2. Gad. 19v. Ciani 1706v. Dr. 
2/111H/B. 

Royal mints struck douzains of this type between 1611 and 1629. This illegal La 
Rochelle issue looks the same except that it has 4 crowns in the angles of the cross on 
the reverse rather than 2 crowns and 2 Ls. 

It appears that the main profit from douzains came from the massive quantity struck. 
Only very large issues can explain the large number of dies reported: 1198 upper dies 
and 38 lower dies. The conditions for the issue of douzains laid down on September 
22, 1627, with a standard fixed at 100 to 105 to the mark (2.448 to 2.331 g) are not at 
first sight very clear. If one goes back to the letters patent of July 26, 1575, modifying 
the standard weight for douzains, we learn that they should be struck at 102 to the mark, 
with a tolerance of 2.5 pieces to the mark, equivalent to a weight of between 99.5 and 
104.5 pieces to the mark. Thus the document of September 22, 1627, took account of 


164 



November/December 2018 


NI Bulletin Vol. 53 Nos. 11/12 


this modification and suggests the theoretical weight of the douzains was fixed at 102 
to the mark. Unlike the 1/4 and 1/8 ecus, the town of La Rochelle therefore struck 
douzains with the correct legal weight—but they reduced considerably the silver 
content. This was fixed at only 3 gros fine or 47/1000 instead of the legal standard of 
240/1000. In modem terms, La Rochelle gained 193 g of silver for every kilogram 
struck (19.3%). 

The description of the coinage activities in this article is based on 8 original documents 
in local archives reprinted in the SENA article by Clairand, de Saint-Affrique and 
Wack. 
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1 During this revolt the Huguenots struck illegal douzains in Montpellier in 1621 and 1622 
with the N mintmark but they are outside the scope of this article. 

2 According to Droulers and Duplessy, the 1625 and 1626 douzains were struck at Marans, 26 
kms from La Rochelle. This is based on a misreading of the ordinance of the Marans 
authorities dated January 8, 1626, forbidding people to take or receive coins struck in La 
Rochelle. Marans was controlled by the King and Catholic troops during all this period. 
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A “Salzburg” Coin for Illiterates 

Robert Ronus, NI #LM139 

A number of small states in Northern Italy were notorious for, if not forging, copying 
the more widely accepted coins of larger states in the early modem era: Desana, 
Corregio, Bozzolo, Guastalla, Passerano, Frinco, Pompanesco, Messerano, Maccagno, 
etc. 


Perhaps the most bizarre such copy I have ever seen is the imitation of a Half Guldiner 
of Michael von Kuenburg, Archbishop of Salzburg (1554-60) illustrated in Figure 1. 



Figure 1 

Obv.: AIBERTOARDIACMINVIKXOMIS Mitre over 2 shields with Salzburg (lion 
rampant & horizontal bars, divided) and Kuenburg family arms (ball & hinge, 
quartered), below III, breaking out of circle. Rev.: ETIMGRVEICGTIRVXAMIL 
Mitred St. Rupert standing facing with crook and salt-cellar, breaking out of circle. 35 
mm. 15.24 g. 

The designs on both sides are pretty good and the size and weight are in line but the 
legends are nonsense. Also, the usual date on the obverse is replaced by a meaningless 
III. You would have to be completely illiterate or blind not to notice! Presumably there 
were enough people in both categories to make striking the coins worthwhile. 
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In Figure 2 is the type of Half Guldiner from which it appears to have been copied. 



Figure 2 


Obv.: • MICHAEL • D • G • AREPS • SALZ • APO • SE • LEG (legate to the Apostolic 
See). Mitre over 2 shields with Salzburg (lion rampant & horizontal bars, divided) and 
Kuenburg family arms (ball & hinge, quartered), below 1559, in circle. Rev.: S • 
RVDBERTVS * EPS • SALZBVRGN. Mitred saint standing facing with crook and 
salt-cellar, breaking out of circle. 34 mm. 14.25 g. Zottl 475. Probst 429. BR.965. 

The Italian copy appeared in the September 2007 Stuttgart auction of Meister & 
Sonntag (Lot 1145). They suggested Guastalla (Italy) as the possible mint. However, it 
is very difficult to say. The nonsense legend was designed to make it difficult for people 
to find who minted the coin and bring a complaint. 

I would be interested in anyone who has further information on this or similar issues. 
References: 

Bemhart, Max and Karl Roll: Die Miinzen und Medaillen des Erzstiftes Salzburg. 
Munich: undated. 

Probst, Gunther: Die Miinzen Salzburgs. Bale: Association Internationale des 

Numismates Professionels & Graz, Kommissionsverlag Akademische Druck-und 
Verlagsanstalt, 1975. 

Zottl, Helmut: Salzburg Miinzen und Medaillen 1500-1800, Vol. 1. Salzburg: Dr. 
Winfried Fruhwald, 2008. 



167 



NI Bulletin Vol. 53 Nos. 11/12 


November/December 2018 


The Year of Disaster - 1672 
Irretrievable, Irrational and Confused 
The Murder of the De Witt Brothers 
Paul Oostervink, NI #2787 

Copyright 2018, Paul Oostervink 
Translated by Robert Ronus, NI #LM139 

After the peace of Westphalia of 1648 people now hoped for a period of recovery. 
However, what they did not know was that there would be practically no period in the 
history of Western Europe in which more wars would be fought than that between the 
Treaties of Westphalia and of Nijmegen (1678). 

The year 1672 was the most traumatic year in the Golden Age of the Republic. 1 

With the secret Treaty of Dover in 1670 and the receipt of subsidies, the English King 
Charles II joined the French camp. On March 27,1672, England was the first to declare 
war on the Republic (Third Anglo-Dutch war 1672-1674). 

Louis XIV— still furious about the Alliance (Triple Alliance-1668) concluded between 
the Republic of the seven United Provinces, England and Sweden to stop the expansion 
policy of the French King during the war of Devolution (1667-1668)—declared war on 
the Republic on April 8, 1672 (Franco-Dutch war 1672-1678). 

After Christoph Bernhard von Galen, Prince-Bishop of Munster, had been paid off by 
Louis XIV and the French Sun King had been given permission to keep marching 
through the dioceses of Liege and Cologne, on May 26, 1672, there came further 
declarations of war by the dioceses of Munster and Cologne (Second Munster War 
1672-1674). 

Von Galen obtained promises of the lordship of Borculo, which had already been 
formally attributed to him in 1652, and surrounding enclaves in the County of Zutphen, 
such as the lordships of Lichtenvoorde, Bredevoort and Anholt. 

The military campaigns of the year 1672 started with the battle of Solebay on June 7, 
1672, the first naval battle of the Third Anglo-Dutch War (1672-1674). A fleet of the 
Republic of the Seven Provinces of the United Netherlands, under the command of 
Admiral Michiel Adriaansz de Ruyter, surprised an English-French fleet in the Solebay 
(Sole Bay). Although tactically inconclusive, it was a strategic victory for the Dutch 
since de Ruyter had prevented a blockade of the Republic from the sea. 

On June 12,1672, Louis XIV attacked the Republic by land from the east with 120,000 
men (the Dutch army was 20,000 men ‘strong’) and he was only stopped by the Dutch 
waterline, a weak but effective defense, in some places only 20 inches deep! The 
Prince-Bishop of Munster occupied the entire north-east of the Republic and laid siege 
to the city of Groningen, which fiercely resisted and could not be taken. The prince- 
bishop was only stopped by the Frisian waterline! After this, of the seven provinces 
only Holland, Zeeland and Friesland were not occupied. It was a narrow escape! [To 
this day, on August 28, the city of Groningen commemorates the end of the siege with 
a festival called “Bommen Berend ’ which in English is “Bombing Bernhard.”] 
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Figure 1 Figure 2 

Johan de Witt (1625-1672) 2 Cornelis de Witt (1623-1672) 3 

The people were irrational, the country irretrievable and the government helpless; 
Johan De Witt, 4 Grand Pensionary of Holland, was cast as a scapegoat. 

On June 21,1672 Johan de Witt survived an attempt on his life but the States of Holland 
had already appointed William III Stadtholder. Thereupon de Witt resigned. 



Figure 3 

The Murder of the de Witt Brothers - 1672 5 
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Figure 4 

The Bodies of the de Witt Brothers- 1672 6 


On August 20, 1672, Johan de Witt was killed by the Hague mob (figure 3) together 
with his brother Comelis de Witt (figure 2) and their bodies (figure 4) hung up on the 
Green Zoodje at the Vijverberg in The Hague. A plot had been carefully prepared in 
the previous days by leading figures from the circles of Prince William III. 

It is not clear to what extent William III had a share in this. It was the second political 
assassination in that century. 
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Medals 


The gold (figures 5 and 6) and silver medal (figure 7) of the murder of the de Witt 
brothers were produced by the French medallist Pierre Aury (1622-1692), according 
to a design by Romeyn de Hooghe (1645-1708), although the Amsterdam die cutter 
Reinier Arondeaux (ca. 1655-1727) was also mentioned. 

The medal shows on the obverse the busts of Johan and Comelis de Witt and on the 
reverse the bodies of the de Witt brothers being tom apart by a multi-headed monster, 
while one still cries out for true freedom. A beautiful allegory of the murder. 



Figure 5 

The Murder of the de Witt Brothers - 1672 7 
Gold, 72 mm /182.51 g 
Medallist: Pierre Aury (1622-1692) 

Technique: cast and embossed plaque medal 
Photo: Munthandel Verschoor, Strijen. Reference: Van Loon III, p. 87/81.1 

Obverse: Portrait of the brothers Comelis (left) and Johan de Witt (right), year of birth 
and family coat of arms. Legend: CORNELIVS DE WITT • NAT[us] • A[nno] • 
1623 $ IOHANNES DE WITT • NAT[us] • A[nno] • 1625 • [coat of arms] (Comelis 
de Witt bom 1623 _ Johan de Witt bom 1625). Obv. small legend: SCELERIS : QVE 
PVR VS _ INTEGER VFEE (Crime: a really good life). Band: HIC ARMIS 
MAXIMVS ILLE TOGA (The one was the best with weapons, the other was the best 
in government). Family coat of arms: two dogs, a braque 8 and a whippet hunting a hare. 
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Figure 6 

Photo: Munthandel Verschoor, Strijen 

Reverse: A multi-headed monster tearing the brothers apart. Legend: & NUNC 
REDEUNT • ANIMIS INGENTIA • CONSULIS • ACTA & ET FORMIDATI • 
SCEPTRIS • ORACLA MINISTRI (now they recall the character of the great deeds 
of our mayor and the speeches of our minister which made kingdoms afraid). Ribbon: 
MENS AGITAT MOLEM ET MAGNO SE CORPORE MISCET (A mind stirs up the 
crowd and embroils it in the great world). In the exergue: NOBILE PAR FRATRVM 
S/eVo / FVROR ore TRVCID AT • XX • AUGUSTI (Rage with a savage countenance 
slaughtered the noble pair of brothers on 20 August). Chronogram: ILVMVVVCID = 
1672. Signature: AYRY F. 
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Figure 7 (obv & rev) 
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Figure 8 (obv & rev) 
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Figure 7 (image above) 

The Murder of the de Witt Brothers - 1672 9 
Silver, 74 mm / 72.55 g 
Medallist: Pierre Aury (1622-1692) 

Technique: cast and embossed plaque medal 
Photo: Munthandel Verschoor, Strijen. Reference: Van Loon III, p. 87/81.1 


There is also a variety of this silver medal of the murder of the de Witt brothers (figure 
8). This variety differs from the ordinary silver medal as follows. 

In the variety Comelis de Witt wears different armor and the scarf he wears becomes a 
more draped garment on the right shoulder held together by a knot. His scarf is signed 
more finely but the name of the medallist is under the right shoulder of Comelis: 
AURY. 

The folds of the gown on Johan’s left shoulder are more spacious and include his toga 
with 15 knots instead of the 10 knots on the normal silver medal. In addition there are 
more folds of his gown visible on his right shoulder. Under his left shoulder there is 
still FEC [it], meaning “made” in Latin. 


Figure 8 (image above) 

The Murder of the de Witt Brothers - 1672 - Variety 10 
Silver, 74 mm / 72.55 g 
Medallist: Pierre Aury (1622-1692) 

Technique: cast and embossed plaque medal 
Photo: Munthandel Verschoor, Strijen. Reference: Van Loon III, p. 87/81.1 


According to the text on the reverse of the following medal (figure 9) produced by 
Johann van Rickingen, the de Witt brothers were too focused on power and honor. The 
massacre therefore accorded them their just desserts. As an opponent of the brothers he 
indeed dared to sign the medal. 
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Figure 9 

The Murder of the de Witt Brothers - 1672 11 
Silver, 59.2 mm / 50.03 g 

Medallist: Johann van Rickingen. Technique: struck 
Photo: Teylers Museum, Haarlem. Inv. nr. TMNK 00799. Reference: Van Loon, 

p. 87.2 

On the obverse, King Sesostris 12 on his triumphal chariot drawn by four vanquished 
kings under panel depicting the mistreatment of the killed De Witt brothers, with the 
bodies of Johan and Comelis de Witt hung by the feet. 

The text in the panel on the obverse: “Jan en Comelis de Wit/ In Den Haag gedoot / en 
mishandelt” (Jan and Comelis de Wit/ killed in the Haque/ and mistreated). 

In exergue: “In weelde ziet toe” (Beware of luxury) / “Allemaal bedacht” (All 
discovered). 

On the reverse a six line text: “Wie op ‘t Gheluck te veele steunt / Heeft op t krancken 
riet geleunt / tis wanckel, rondt en slibber gladt / Dus niemant stel syn hoop te zeer / 
Op ’s weerelts staet op macht en Eer / J.V.R” (Who relies too much on luck / is leaning 
on a sick reed / it is shaky, round and slippery smooth / it runs and turns like a wheel / 
So no one puts too much hope / in the power and honor of the secular State / J.V.R (= 
Johann van Rickingen,)). 
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The next medal on the massacre of the de Witt brothers (figure 10) is a more subtle 
image, with a reference to this tragedy in writing on the edge. 



Figure 10 

The Murder of the de Witt brothers - 1672 13 
Gold, 48 mm / 75.4 g 
Medallist: unknown 
Technique: struck 

Photo: Nationale Numismatische Collectie, De Nederlandsche Bank NV, 

Amsterdam 

Inv. nr. PE-01979. Reference: Van Loon III, p. 87.3 

Obverse: Busts of the brothers Johan and Comelis De Witt facing right. Obv. Legend: 
“ILLVSTRISSIMI • FRATRES • IOHAN[nes]: ET • CORNEL[ius]: DE • WIT” (The 
most illustrious brothers Johan and Comelis De Witt). Rev: 8-line inscription between 
garlands: “Twee Witten, eensgezint, / Gevloeckt, gehaet, gemint, / Ten spiegel van de 
Grooten / Verheven en verstooten, / In alles Lotgemeen, / Staen naer hun doot bijeen / 
Gelijck zij hier nae’t leven / Zoo konstig zijn gedreven” (Two Witts, harmonious, 
/cursed, hated, loved, /a mirror for great men / exalted and cast down, / in everything a 
common fate, /stand together after their death / here like in life / So artfully are they 
cut). Edge Legend: [rose] “VIOLENTA MORTE HAGAE • COMITIS 20 • AVG : 
A’O 1672” [rose] (by a violent death in The Hague on 20 of August (the harvest month) 
1672). 

A more subtle picture of the massacre of the de Witt brothers is the next death medal 
(figure 11) with on the obverse the double portrait of the brothers facing right, in front 
Johan de Witt. 

On the reverse, in a panel supported by two angels with trumpets, with a winged 
hourglass above and a skull below, the inscription: “IOAN DE WIT / Pensionaris van 
/ Hollant etct / en sijn Broeder CORNELIS DE WIT / Ruart van den / Lande van 
Putten / Beijde Omgebraght / in ’s-Gravenhage / Augusti 20 A’ 1672” (IOHAN DE 
WIT / Pensionary of / Holland Etc. / and his brother / CORNELIS DE WITT / 

Ruart 14 (governor) of the Lordship of Putten / Both killed / in the Hague /August 20 
in the year’ 1672). 
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Figure 11 

Death Medal of the de Witt brothers - 1672 15 
Silver, 51.5 x 54.5 mm / 57.08 g 
Medallist: unknown 
Technique: full cast oval plaque medal 
Photo: Munthandel Verschoor, Strijen. Reference: Van Loon III, p. 90.3 

Perhaps the most significant feature of the above plaque medal 16 was shown to me by 
a coin dealer, namely a hole in the edge (figure 12). 



Figure 12 

In the 17th century there were two types of plaque medals made in the Republic. For 
the first type the obverse and reverse were hammered and soldered, with a hole being 
made in the edge to let out the air between them. For the second type the obverse and 
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reverse were held together by a ring, with no hole needed. This medal is clearly of the 
first type. 


The original Dutch version of this article, ‘Het Rampjaar 1672’ was published in 
Muntkoerier , nr. 3, 2018, year 47, pp. 4-7. 


1 Israel, Johanthan I, DE REPUBLIEK1477-1806 , pp. 498-501. ISBN 978 90 5194 337 5. 

Translation from The Dutch Republic. Its Rise, Greatness, Fall, 1477-1806. Original 

edition: Oxford, 1995. 

2 Jan Baen (1633-1702), Portrait of Johan de Witt. Painting: oil on canvas (h. 75.5 cm x w. 
102 cm). Photo with permission of the Dordrechts Museum, Rijksmuseum Amsterdam 
2010 on loan. Inv. nr. DM/010/1037. 

3 Jan Baen (1633-1702), Portrait of Cornelis de Witt. Painting: oil on canvas (h. 130.6 cm x 
w. 108.2 cm). Photo with permission of the Dordrechts Museum, purchase 1895. Inv. nr. 
DM/895/378. 

4 The States of Holland, which contributed about 58% of the payments to the Union, had their 
own secretary, who was called Grand Pensionary. He chaired the meetings of the States of 
Holland, maintained the correspondence and led the deputation of the region in the States- 
General, as well as the contacts with foreign powers, similar to a Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. On July 23, 1653, Johan de Witt was appointed Grand Pensionary of Holland. De 
Witt was an advocate of the autonomy of the seven provinces but his policies were not 
feasible as the prestige of the House of Orange-Nassau was too great. 

5 Romeyn de Hooghe (1645-1708), Murder of the de Witt Brothers. Engraving and etching 
(h. 319 mm x w. 424 mm). Photo with permission of the Rijksmuseum Amsterdam. Inv. nr. 
RP-P-1905-6609. 

6 Jan de Baen (1633-1702), The Bodies of the de Witt Brothers. Painting: oil on canvas (h. 

69.5 cm x w. 56 cm). Photo with permission of the Rijksmuseum Amsterdam. Inv. nr. SK- 
A-15. 

7 Photo with permission of Munthandel Verschoor, Strijen. 

8 Braque - The Braque Saint-Germain is a pointer and flexible hunting dog of French origin. 

9 Photo with permission of Munthandel Verschoor, Strijen. 

10 Photo with permission of Munthandel Verschoor, Strijen. 

11 Photo with permission of the Teylers Museum, Haarlem. 

12 King Sesostris of Egypt was the hero of a French tragedy which was later translated into 
Dutch and which included a reference to the de Witt brothers. The four conquered kings 
towing the chariot offer a parallel to the fall of the de Witts. 

13 Photo with permission of the Nederlandsche Bank NV, Amsterdam. 

14 RUART: A ruwaard (also: ruwaart) was during the Middle Ages an officer acting on 
behalf of the landlord of a city or region. More specifically, the term used for a guardian or 
regent who governed on behalf of a prince. Cornelis de Witt (1623-1672) was mayor and 
ruwaard of the lordship of Putten. 

15 Photo with permission of Munthandel Verschoor, Strijen. 

16 “Plaque medal” is a designation for a hollow medal, consisting of a separate obverse and 
reverse side usually held together by a ring, embossed in silver. This method of 
manufacture made it possible to make tokens through embossing. 
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British Countermarks on French Silver Coins 
Merchant Countermarked Silver Coins in Great Britain c. 1780-1830 

Eric C. Hodge, NI #2784 

Originally published in Coin News (UK), October 2017 

The December 2005 issue of Coin News had a general article on this series (pp. 33-35) 
in which, in the second paragraph, mention was made of the use of French coins for a 
few issues. The first paragraph of that article is paraphrased below to set the scene and 
give reasons for the series. 

During the latter half of the eighteenth century the price of silver increased above 5s 
2d an ounce, the maximum price the Royal Mint was allowed to purchase silver by an 
order issued in 1601. With no silver, very few silver coins were minted in the sixty five 
years between 1751 and 1816, though gold was plentiful enough. It was not that there 
was a shortage of silver, far from it. There were plenty of Spanish American silver 
dollar sized coins available as bullion. 

However, apart from the Spanish American 8 reales coins used for virtually all the 
countermarking, there were also French coins used for at least four issues officially and 
again, perhaps unofficially, in three others. 

The Official issues 

1) The first issue is the “Payable at Dalzell Farm” merchant countermark, 
(pronounced Dee-el). To quote Manville, (see further reading) “The Dalzell Farm 
tokens are the only early nineteenth century tradesmen’s countermarked dollars issued 
by a private person unconnected with a commercial enterprise.” Further to this 
statement is the fact that this is the only issue where none of the host coins are dollars, 
but are all on French 5 francs coins or ecus, as they are commonly known. Since the 
17th and 18th centuries, the name ecu has been applied exclusively to large French 
silver coins (introduced by Louis XIII about 1640) and is derived from the old French 
word escu, from the Latin scutum for shield, referring to the original shield or coat of 
arms on the coins. 

It is assumed all the host coins were brought back to Scotland by Archibald James 
Hamilton, after seeing service in Portugal, Spain and France, as a Lieutenant in the 4th 
Dragoons (mounted soldiers), during the Peninsular War and latterly with the Royal 
Scots Greys at Waterloo, in Belgium, in 1815. 

There are twenty seven examples of this countermark known from photographic 
evidence, from Van 5 (1796/7) to 1813, and all are on French 5 francs, eight being from 
the Republican era (figure 1) and the other twenty from the Napoleonic period (figures 
3, 6 & 8). In each case the countermark is placed, on the reverse, around the 5 of 5 
francs, leading one to believe that the coins were issued for value five shillings. 

At least five of these host coins (possibly eight) are dated under the Revolutionary 
system of dating, (figures 2 & 4) decreed on 5th October 1793 to start from the 
autumnal equinox 1792, commencing Van 1 (year 1), covering the period 22nd 
September 1792 to 21st September 1793. The system was terminated under an Imperial 
decree dated 22 Fructidor Fan 13 (9th September 1805) that decided to abandon the 
Revolutionary Calendar from 1st January 1806 and revert to the dates used before the 
Revolution. Figure 5 from the Toulouse mint (M) is dated 1808. 
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One unusual host coin is a French 5 francs from Utrecht in Holland, dated 1813, 
(figures 8 & 9). The first known Dalzell Farm countermark from outside mainland 
France, though at the time of issue of this 5 francs Holland was deemed part of France. 
Utrecht was the only Dutch town to mint 5 francs for Napoleon. The coin’s reverse 
(figure 9) is similar to those from the mainland French mints (figure 7), showing 
EMPIRE FRAN^AIS surrounding two branches of laurel forming a wreath, with 
inside 5 FRANCS, and the date, 1813, below. The only differences are the mint mark, 
at bottom right (figure 9), which, in the case of the Utrecht workshop under French 
occupation, is the mast, a tripod supporting what appears to be a pole with a flag or 
banner, (possibly relating to the seafaring nature of the Dutch) and the privy mark, 
bottom left, being a fish, the mark of the Mint Master Gideon Jan Langerak Dumarchi- 
Sarwaas (1812-1813), though this spelling can vary. The reverse of the coin also shows 
a curious mark (figure 9). Whether this is random graffiti or a representational mark of 
some special character, I shall have to leave to the reader. It is certainly possible that 
this mark was applied after the Dalzell Farm countermark. 


This general coin type was issued up to April 1814, when it came to an end with the 
abdication of Napoleon and the restoration of the Bourbons. 



Figure 3 Figure 4 Figure 4 close-up 
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Figure 5 


Figure 6 


Figure 5 close-up 



Figure 7 


Figure 7 close-up 







Figure 8 


Figure 9 


Figure 9 close-up 


2) The next issue is by the Ballindalloch Cotton Work (figure 10). These 
countermarks are on French half ecus and there are only four known, from the mints of 
Caen (1730), Riom (1728), Rouen (1729) and Toulouse (1757) all from the reign of 
Louis XV. Ballindalloch also issued 5/ countermarks on 8 reales (eleven known) and 
issued Works notes for 5 shillings and 7 shillings (see Coin News November 2010, pp. 
69-72). The outer ring name countermark on the half ecu is around a cotton-wool sack, 
denoting the material that the Cotton Work dealt in. There is no value shown. As the 
half ecus are silver it is assumed they were issued at a predetermined value and based 
upon the following two issues for Adelphi and Lanark it is most likely their value was 
2/6. However, only contemporary documents can prove this hypothesis. 
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Figure 10 


Figure 10 close-up 


3) This issue of French half ecus is from the Adelphi Cotton Work (figure 11) and 
is similar in design to the Ballindalloch issue. There are records for 27 examples 
ranging from host coin dates of 1723 to 1759 and so would appear to have been issued 
in the same time period as the Ballindalloch issues being, based on the host coin dates, 
the late 1790’s or early 1800’s. In 1798 the Ballindalloch Works were purchased by 
Kirkman Finlay of James Finlay & Company who also owned Adelphi Cotton Work 
from 1807-8. So maybe there was also a link in the issue of these tokens. Certainly we 
can be more precise with the issue value from Adelphi at 2/6, because contemporary 
records have been discovered at the University of Glasgow Archive Services in the 
shape of a 1792 Day Book showing accounting entries for the stamping of “Spanish 
Dollars,” “French half Crowns” and “bad halfpennys.” It is the French half Crowns or 
half ecus that we are interested in and the entries, showing the profit made on the 
“stamping” can be used to calculate an issue value of 2/6. The fact that the French coins 
were referred to as “half Crowns” tends to support this issue valuation. 




Figure 11 


Figure 11 close-up 


4) The final official issue of French half ecus is from the Lanark Mills. Lanark 
Mills issued countermarked coins to the value of 5/, 4/9,4/6 and 2/6. We know the half 
ecus were issued at 2/6 because that is the amount marked on the coin, (figure 12) There 
are two distinct types for the 2/6 issue, one showing Payable at Lanark Mills # with 
2/6 in the center and a second issue with a similar countermark but with a separate 
secondary mark that appears to be a shield with quatrefoil in the shape of a D (figure. 
13). There are four examples known of the first type and five of the second. All the 
examples are much worn and only two different dates can be read, 1728 and 1730. 

In the 1780’s Richard Arkwright (another countermarked issuer) visited Scotland and 
teamed up with David Dale to build the Lanark Mills, using Arkwright’s patents and 
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Dale’s money. Spinning commenced in 1786. In the following years more mills were 
built on the site. In the early 1790’s William Kelly, at the Lanark Mills, invented a 
“great gear” which allowed the easier transfer of power from the water wheel to the 
spinning jennies. This in turn reduced the heavy work required in the mill so allowing 
the employment of women and children rather than men. Consequently large families 
were actively recruited, because children could now manage the Jennies while their 
mothers were employed elsewhere. Could this be one of the reasons for the issue of 
tokens at 2/6? 



Figure 12 



Figure 13 


Figure 12 close-up 



Figure 13 close-up 


The Unofficial issues 

A) For the first example we return to New Lanark and the Lanark Mills issue of 5/. 
As nowadays, forgery and counterfeiting were a problem so many of the issuers devised 
methods of applying privy marks or secret marks that may not have been obvious to 
the counterfeiters but could confirm to the issuer that the mark had not been applied by 
them. The Lanark Mills were no exception. Many countermark issuers applied the 
name and value mark on one punch but Lanark Mills did these operations separately. 
They had two named ring punches one separating the start and end of the name with a 
lozenge (♦) (figure 14) and the other using a star (#) (figure 15). They appear to have 
been meticulous in ensuring that the correct name ring punch was used with the correct 
value punch. There are approximately 100 examples known of the official Lanark Mills 
5/ all on 8 reales host coins and they all have the lozenge mark. Only one 5/ value is 
known using the star mark and that is on a French ecu (figure 15). Why should this 
have been? There are no known accounting records from the Lanark Mills, but what 
we do have are signed visitors books and these indicate that there was a constant flow 
of foreign visitors, amongst more local dignitaries, to view and marvel at the “modem” 
machinery and the general workings of the Mill. They would also have been impressed 
with the progressive measures to look after the staff and it is quite likely they would 
become aware of the use of tokens used in payment. It can easily be imagined how an 
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important French visitor produced a French coin and asked for an example of the 
countermarking be applied to his coin. Ever ready to please, the Lanark Mills applied 
the countermark but unbeknown to the visitor used the wrong name ring punch with 
the 5/ value to ensure it was not a “valid” issue. 



Figure 14 Figure 14 close-up 



Figure 15 


Figure 15 close-up 


B) The next issue is treated as “unofficial” because the enterprise was not a trading 
or business concern. The countermark is for the “Galston Soc.y” surrounding “5s No 
12” and apart from seven examples on 8 reales and one on an English crown there are 
two on French ecus (figures 16 & 17) one being cancelled the other only known from 
the cast of an original. The Galston Society is considered to have been active in the 
early 1820s and the earliest recorded date for this countermark in a collection is 1891. 
Galston Society is believed to have been a Friendly Society, set up to alleviate hardship 
in the Galston area (near Glasgow) “so that people with limited incomes could each 
donate a dollar per annum.” The idea that contributions of a dollar per annum were 
being received from local contributors would indicate the possibility that any large 
silver coin was accepted and stamped to advertise the work of the Society. The tokens 
would have been given to needy individuals to buy food and clothing and so are likely 
to have circulated in a rather restricted environment. 
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Figure 16 


Figure 16 close-up 



Figure 17 


Figure 17 close-up 


C) The third unofficial issue is countermarked “Dugd. Mc.Lachlan Mercht. + 
Tobermory +” around “5/” and is known on the obverse and reverse of a French 
Napoleonic 5 francs 1806 mint mark BB (Strasbourg) (figures 18 & 19). There are only 
four examples known of this mark. Each coin is marked in a different way, but with 
the same punch. It is likely that some coins are test pieces or examples made as a 
keepsake for the proprietor’s family. This coin is unlikely to have been used in general 
trade but it is certainly possible that it would have been acceptable in the local 
Tobermory area. 




Figure 18 


Figure 18 close-up 
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Figure 19 


Figure 19 close-up 


D) The final issue under this heading is marked “Cromford • Derbyshire •” around 

“4/9” and is kn own on the obverse of a French Louis XV ecu 1732 mint mark M 
(Toulouse) (figure 20) and a French Louis XV ecu 1784 mint mark K (Bordeaux) 
(figure 21). These genuine marks are believed contemporary. Of the sixty or so known 
examples these are the only ones not on Spanish 8 reales. It is clear that the Cromford 
works had access to any number of Spanish 8 reales, so it is unlikely they would have 
mixed in other foreign coins. It seems more reasonable that these coins were stamped 
as keepsakes for French visitors, of which there were many, Cromford being the first, 
truly modem, industrial factory system in the world. 




Figure 20 




Figure 20 close-up 


Figure 21 


Figure 21 close-up 


Figure 21 copyright The Governor and Company of the Bank of England 


187 



NI Bulletin Vol. 53 Nos. 11/12 


November/December 2018 


Figures 3, 4, 16, 17, 18, 19 & 20 Courtesy The Trustees of the British Museum. 

Further reading 

Manville, H.E., 2001. Tokens of the Industrial Revolution - foreign silver coins 

countermarked for use in Great Britain, c.1787-1828, BNS Special Publication 3 
(London). 

Hodge Eric C., “A Poor Host Leaves a Bad Impression” in British Numismatic 
Journal. Vol. 82, 2012, pp. 175-91. 

-. “An Unusual Host for a Special Hostess” in Spink Numismatic Circular. 

October 2006, pp. 265-7. Reprinted NI Bulletin May/June 2017 Vol. 52 Nos. 56, 
pp. 77-83. 


INI 


Balkh: Tetradrachm of Eucratides I, circa 171-145 BC 

Numismatica Ars Classica 



Tetradrachm, circa 170-155, AR 16.96 g. BAEIAEYE MEEAI / EYKPATIAHI 
Helmeted, draped and cuirassed bust of Eucratides r. Rev. HAIOKAEOYE / KAI 
AAOAIKH Jugate busts of Heliokies and Laodike r.; behind monogram. Mitchiner 
182b. Bopearachchi serie 16, 71. Very rare and in exceptional condition for the issue. 
In the finest style of the period, well struck in high relief on a broad flan with a lovely 
old cabinet tone, good extremely fine Ex Giessener Miinzhandlung 64, 1993, 258 and 
Triton II, 1998, Walkhoff-Jordan, 609 sales. 

Reprinted with permission of ARS Classica Numismatica, Auction 77, 26 May 2014, 
lot 120, realized 26,000 chf before fees. 
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An Aureus of Domitian from the Boscoreale Hoard of 1895 

Numismatica Ars Classica 

[NAC 105 ... is exclusively Roman aurei from the George La Borde collection. Mr. La 
Borde, a Canadian collector and oil man, focused his collecting interest solely on 
Roman gold. This is the third and last installment of La Borde’s impressive group 
assembled over the last years with the help of his advisor Hadrien Rambach. Along 
with quality and rarity, Hadrien advised Mr. La Borde that buying pedigreed coins was 
advantageous. His advice foreshadowed the strong push nowadays to buy coins from 
old collections whenever possible. As part of the catalog, Hadrien provided a lengthy 
section on collections from the past. While most of the information can be found 
through internet searches, Hadrien put it all in one place which is wonderful for 
collectors and dealers alike. 

Lot 23 is a fabulous example of Domitian with rainbow toning that suggests that the 
coin came from the Boscoreale hoard. The Boscoreale treasure was found in a villa 
near Pompeii in southern Italy in 1876 but the real excavation work began in 1895 
where over 1,000 gold coins were found along with jewelry and silver tableware. In 
AD 79, the city of Pompeii was destroyed by a volcano. The coins from the hoard, 
covered in ash for centuries were found with a beautiful reddish hue which obviously 
was a result of the volcanic soil. Coins from the Boscoreale hoard are highly prized and 
this one is absolutely stunning. Commentary by Shanna Schmidt Numismatics Inc., 
Newsletter #66, 27 April 2018.] 



Numismatica Ars Classica, Zurich, Auction 105, 9 May 2018, lot 23 

Domitian caesar, 69 - 81. Aureus 77-78, AV 7.35 g. CAESAR AVG F - 
DOMITIANVS Laureate head r. Rev. COS V She-wolf 1., with twins; in exergue, 
boat. C 50. BMC Vespasian 237. RIC Vespasian 960. CBN Vespasian 210. Calico 
820. Biaggi 398 (this coin). A magnificent and incredibly detailed portrait of 
superb style and an enchanting reddish tone. Virtually as struck and FDC. 

Provenance 

• From the Boscoreale hoard of 1895. 

• Leo Biaggi de Blasys (1906-1979) Collection, acquired privately in 1978 by 
Bank Leu and Mario Ratto. 

• Sold by Numismatica Ars Classica, Zurich, auction 78, 26 May 2014, lot 903. 
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The Italian peninsula had been occupied long before the hills of Rome were home to a 
large population during the Iron Age. Numerous people had lived in the region 
throughout the Bronze Age, as perhaps best defined by the ‘Apennine culture’ that 
flourished from around 1800 to 1200 BC. It is now believed that by 900 BC distinct 
cultural identities had been established throughout Italy, and that the first large 
settlements in Latium had arisen sometime in the 9th century BC. Extensive 
urbanization followed in the 7th and 6th Centuries. 

Though modem scholars have expressed an interest in both factual and mythological 
explanations of Rome’s origins, the ancient Romans indulged only in the latter. 
Archaeology was a science not yet bom, and in Roman eyes the history of their state 
began with the mythological circumstances of its foundation in 753 BC. 

Even so, the Romans recognized that the hills of Rome had been settled long before 
753 BC, starting with a certain Evander, an Arcadian who had established a city on the 
Palatine Hill prior even to the Trojan War. Most mythological traditions suggest there 
was a gap between that earliest settlement and what would become the city of Rome. 
The founder of the city, Romulus, belonged to a royal family that traced its origins to 
the Troian War hero Aeneas and had long ruled the mythical city of Alba Longa in the 
Alban Hills. 

Though Romulus and his twin brother Remus were of noble blood, their birth was no 
cause for celebration as their mother, Rhea Silvia, was a Vestal Virgin. Much was at 
stake with their birth since Rhea Silvia’s father, King Numitor, earlier had been 
deposed by his brother Amilius, and the new-bom twins raised the specter of political 
rivalry. Amilius ordered the twins drowned, but they survived and washed ashore on 
the bank of the Tiber at the Palatine Hill. Upon landing they were suckled by a she- 
wolf and taken into the care of shepherds. 

Only by the time they were young men and had taken up a life of brigandry did the 
twins leam of their noble heritage. After this revelation they led an assault on Alba 
Longa in which they deposed Amilius and restored their grandfather Numitor to the 
throne. The brothers then led a group of colonists to the site of their landing as infants, 
at the Palatine Hill, and with much toil founded a city that one day would be home to 
more than a million people. 

Their achievement, however, was marked with tragedy when Romulus killed Remus, 
leaving Romulus as the eponymous founder of the city and its first king. When building 
the city Remus wanted to name it Remuria and Romulus preferred Roma, which led to 
a quarrel. In one version of the tale they left the decision to the tutelary gods of the 
countryside. The signs of the augury were interpreted differently by supporters of each 
brother and a combat ensued in which Remus was killed. An alternative tradition 
suggests the murder was an act of vengeance after Remus mocked Romulus by leaping 
over the half-built walls of their new settlement. Realized 85,000 chf before fees. 

Reprinted with permission of Numismatica Ars Classica and Shanna Schmidt. 
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Haunting Helios Head 

Carian Islands, Rhodes, c. 404-385 BC. AR tetradrachm 

Heritage Rare Coins 


Auction 3061 lot 32052. Courtesy Heritage Auctions, ha.com 

AR tetradrachm (23 mm, 15.27 gm, 12h). NGC AU ★ 5/5 - 5/5, Fine Style. Head of 
Helios, hair in radiating waves, looking slightly to right / POAION, rose with single 
bud on left, ® above wreath in right field, all within incuse square. HGC 6, 1418 (this 
coin pictured). Berend 39 (this coin). Ashton 35. Rare. With a hypnotic head of Helios 
in exquisite style, deeply struck in sound metal, with lovely light toning over satin 
surfaces. 

If a coin could be termed a “celebrity,” this marvelous facing head of Rhodes would 
be among that elite set, having been pictured in nearly all of the important references 
on Rhodian coinage and boasting a blue-blooded pedigree. And why not, with a face 
as hauntingly hypnotic as the one produced by one of the most masterful engravers of 
his era? Incredibly, we have a second Rhodes tetradrachm from the same die pairing, 
in similar grade, with an equally compelling head of Helios, on the previous page [lot 
32051 -ed.Y- [Additional information from lot 32061: The city of Rhodes on its 
eponymous island was a relatively late foundation, formed in 408 BC by the union of 
Ialussus, Camirus and Lindus. Its strategic position on an island between Europe and 
Asia Minor assured its prosperity and growing importance as a naval power. The 
citizens chose as their patron deity Helios, god of the sun, whose rays shone down with 
such alluring brilliance year-round on the island. This superb coin actually predates the 
construction of the city’s most famous landmark, the Colossus of Rhodes, a towering 
stature of Helios that stood alongside the harbor.] 

Ex Goldberg 59 (30 May 2010), lot 2150; Sotheby's “Important Greek and Roman 
Coins” (Zurich, 26 October 1993), lot 56; NFA XXX (8 December 1992), lot 94; Leu 
50 (1990), lot 173; originally from the Marmaris Hoard of 1970 (IGCH 1209). Realized 
$33,600 including buyer fee of 20%. 

(Heritage Auctions, Inc., Auction 3061, January 7-8, 2018 | New York. Lot # 32052. 
Courtesy Heritage Auctions, ha.com.). 
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Pergamum, Time of Alexander III the Great 
c. 334-323 BC. AV stater 
Heritage Rare Coins 


Auction 3061 lot 32045. Courtesy Heritage Auctions, ha.com 

MYSIA. Pergamum. Time of Alexander III the Great, ca. 334-323 BC. AV stater 
(20mm, 8.62 gm, lh). NGC MS 5/5 - 3/5, Fine Style. Head of young Heracles right 
wearing lion skin headdress, paws knotted at neck / Figure of Athena Palladium 
standing facing, archaized, calathus (grain basket) on head, brandishing spear in raised 
right hand, left hand holding shield emblazoned with stellate pattern, with hanging fillet 
ending in tassel, to lower left crested Corinthian helmet facing right, de Callatay, 
Stateres 2n (D2/R3). SNG Paris 1557. Von Fritze, Die Munzen von Pergamon, pi. 1, 
7. Westermark, “Notes on the Saida hoard” (IGCH 1508), NNA 1979-80, nos. 36-37 
(Berlin and Paris specimens). A gorgeous example of this rarity, fully lustrous, deeply 
struck from dies of exquisite style, and much better centered than most known 
examples. 

This remarkable gold stater type, lacking any inscription but struck from dies of highly 
refined style, has been attributed to the city of Pergamum based on symbols and 
imagery common to silver coins struck with the city's ethnic. The date of its issue is far 
less evident and has been the subject of much conjecture. The obverse closely 
resembles lifetime silver coins of Alexander III the Great from Asia Minor, and the 
weight standard conforms to the gold staters issued by the Macedonian state. But this 
raises chronological problems because the city of Pergamum did not rise to prominence 
until long after Alexander's death, in fact it was little more than a strategic mountain 
fortress until Lysimachus of Thrace made it his treasury in 301 BC. The type being 
quite rare, hoard finds have been few but helpful; two examples found in the Saida 
hoard point to a date before 323 BC. The most recent analysis of known specimens by 
Francoise de Callatay, published in 2012, identified five obverse and seven reverse 
dies, perhaps produced by two different engravers, all struck in a tight, die-linked series 
over a short period of time. He suggests the coins were personally commissioned by 
Alexander shortly after his initial invasion of Asia Minor and seizure of Pergamum in 
334 BC, utilizing dies produced by engravers accompanying his army. The lack of an 
identifying ethnic and the different imagery than that employed on Alexander's usual 
gold staters could be explained by the desire to maintain “deniability” should the 
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fortunes of war shift and the Persians regain the city. These staters, then, are the first 
coins produced at what would go on to become one of antiquity's greatest cities and the 
capital of its own empire in the Hellenistic era. Realized $52,800 including buyer fee 
of 20%. 

(Heritage Auctions, Inc., Auction 3061, January 7-8, 2018 | New York. Lot # 32045. 
Courtesy Heritage Auctions, ha.com.). 


NI 


Austria Ducat Restrike Date Error 1951 

Heritage Rare Coins 



Auction 3061 lot 30047. Courtesy Heritage Auctions, ha.com 

Franz Joseph I gold mint error restrike ducat 1951 (1915) MS66 NGC, KM2267. 
Transposed Digits in Date Error. The first error of this kind that we've seen or heard of 
on this type, with the 1 and 5 digits that typically make the 15 date transposed to read 
51. Despite being common without the error, undoubtedly extremely rare and 
potentially unduplicated in this form. As such, sure to capture the attention of collectors 
seeking major anomalies in coinage. Realized $2,040 including buyer fee of 20%. 

(Heritage Auctions, Inc., Auction 3061, January 7-8, 2018 | New York. Lot # 30047. 
Courtesy Heritage Auctions, ha.com.). 
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Santa Fe Eight Reales 1662 PoRS 
Waldo Newcomer Collection 
Herman Blanton, NI #LM115 



J.C. Morgenthau & Co., Inc. Sale Number 345 
The Waldo Newcomer Collection, Part 1, Mexico, South America and Central 
America, lot 618. (nominal dia. 40 mm) 

The Newcomer specimen appeared at auction 
in 1935 and became the second known after 
the Vidal Quadras coin (8613a) published in 
1892. Actually at the time a third specimen 
had been published with illustration in 
Medina (1919) as number 304 but not 
catalogued as 1662 due to multiple strike and 
wear; he deciphered only the final digit 2. The 
Medina coin was sold in Stack-Bowers 
Eldorado sale January 12, 2018 as lot 11029 
where attributed as 1652. The Newcomer 
specimen is the better of the three and 
arguably the best condition for the type 
(Restrepo M46) until another equally fine 
specimen appeared in 2016 and sold January 
7, 2018 in Heritage NYINC (sale 3061) as lot 
32150 (NGC4624939-001, XF-45). On the 
Newcomer specimen notice the large 
planchet, well centering, minimal double 
strike and especially the nearly full reverse 
peripheral legend. This is an old pedigree coin 
and I would like know its current whereabouts and to add any further citations to the 
list below. Prominent banker Waldo Newcomer was a well-known coin collector who 
assembled one of the finest collections of US coins. The above illustrated coin was sold 
in 1935 after his death in 1934. The Newcomer portrait comes from Baltimore: Its 
History and Its People, Volume 2: Biography by various contributors. New York: 
Lewis Historical Publishing Co., 1912, plate between pp. 168-69. 



194 













November/December 2018 


NI Bulletin Vol. 53 Nos. 11/12 


Citations of the Newcomer specimen 

• J.C. Morgenthau & Co., Inc. Sale Number 345, The Waldo Newcomer 
Collection, Part 1, Mexico, South and Central America, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, February 12th and 13th, 1935. New York: J.C. Morgenthau & Co., 
p. 12 lot 618 described “618 Philip IV. 1662 8 Reales. Crude dollar with NR. 
Between pillars. Very fine and nearly complete. Very rare. Plate.” Realized 
US$ 77.50 compared with several colonial Mexico milled gold eight escudos 
realizing around US$ 41 each. 

• Raymond, Wayte. The Silver Dollars of North and South America. New York: 
Wayte Raymond, Inc., 1939, p. 31, number 1 (illustrated). 

• Dasi, Tomas. Estudio de los reales de a ocho, tambien llamadospesos, dolares, 
piastras, patacones o duros espaholes. Valecia: (Dasi) 1950-51 vol II, p. 184, 
number 333 (illustrated). 

• Yriarte, Jose de. Catalogo de los Reales de a Ocho Espaholes. Madrid: Editorial 
Tecnos, 1955, p. 63, num. 189 (illustrated). 

• Burzio, Humberto F. Diccionario de la moneda hispanoamericana. Santiago 
de Chile: Fondo historico y bibliografico Jose Toribio Medina, 1956, vol. II, p. 
317 (listed) and Laminas plate XCIV number 724 (illustrated). 

• Raymond, Wayte. The Silver Dollars of North and South America, second 
edition. Racine WI: Whitman Publishing Co., 1964, p. 46 number 2 
(illustrated). 

• Yriarte, Jose de, y Lopez-Chavez, Feopoldo. Catalogo de los Reales de a Ocho 
Espaholes. Madrid: Editorial Iber-Amer, S.A., 1965 p. 188, number 1201 
(illustrated). 

• Calbeto de Grau, Gabriel. Compendio de las Piezas de Ocho Reales. San Juan: 
Ediciones Juan Ponce de Eeon, 1970, vol. II, p. 385, num. 1355 cited (not 
illustrated). 

• Superior Stamp and Coin Co., Inc. A.N.A. Auction Sale, August 19, 20, 21, 23, 
23,1975. Eos Angeles: Superior Galleries Division of Superior Stamp and Coin 
Co., Inc., 1975, p. 162, lot 1793, plated. 

• Restrepo, Jorge Emilio and Joseph R Lasser. Macuquinas de Colombia (The 
Cobs of Colombia, South America). Medellin: Private printing. 1998, pp. 27 & 
87, number M46-32 (illustrated). 

• Lasser, Joseph R. and Jorge Emilio Restrepo. The Cob Coinage of Colombia. 
Second edition, English language. New York: Pertinax Press, 2000, pp. 66 & 
128, number M46S-32 (illustrated). 

• Menzel, Sewall. Cobs, Pieces of Eight and Treasure Coins: The Early Spanish- 
American Mints and their Coinages 1536-1773. New York: American 
Numismatic Society, 2004, p. 409 (illustrated). 

• Restrepo, Jorge Emilio 2007, Monedas de Colombia 1619-2006 2nd ed., p. 86, 
M46 28 (illustrated). 

• Restrepo 2009, Monedas de Colombia 1619-2008 3rd ed., p. 86, M48-28 
(illustrated). 

• Restrepo, Jorge Emilio. Coins of Colombia (Spanish Colonial and Republican 
1619-to 2012 (Monedas de Colombia 1619-2012) Fourth Edition-First 
English Edition. Medellin: self-published, Impresiones Rojo (printer), 2012, p. 
82, number M46-28 (illustrated). 
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Caria, Achaemenid Period, Silver Tetradrachm 

Ira & Larry Goldberg Coins & Collectibles 



Thrace, Ainos. Silver Tetradrachm (16.28 g), ca. 453-451 BC. Antiadas, 
magistrate. AINI, laureate head of Hermes right, wearing petasos. Reverse: Goat 
walking right within linear frame; around, magistrate's name: ANTIAAAH; to 
right, Pan standing right, holding lagobolon and extending arm; all within incuse 
square. May 85 (A55/P68); Jameson 1050. Very Rare. Well struck on a small flan. 
Old cabinet toning. Choice Very Fine. Ex Edgar L. Owen. 

The depiction of Hermes here in this wonderful severe classical style represents the 
patron deity of Ainos. According to Apollonius Rhodes, the celebrated author of the 
Argonautica, the cult of Hermes came to Ainos in a remarkable fashion. His wooden 
cult image was originally constructed by Epeios, the Greek craftsman responsible for 
the Trojan Horse, but it was washed out to sea. The image drifted in the Aegean until 
it came ashore near the Hebros River in Thrace, and was then found by Thracian 
fisherman who assumed it was mundane driftwood and attempted to use it to fuel their 
fire. When the wood of the cult image would not bum, the fishermen threw it back into 
the Aegean, but the sea immediately spat it out onto the shore. Suddenly realizing that 
they were dealing with no simple driftwood but rather an image imbued with divine 
power, the fishermen subsequently venerated the wooden image and erected a shrine 
for it. (Evidently no one bothered to reflect that waterlogged wood often has a tendency 
not to bum or that the action of waves often brings objects back to shore). The Greeks 
identified the god of the xoanon as Hermes and gave him the epithet Perpheraios, 
meaning, "the Wanderer" in recognition of the image’s travels at sea before arriving in 
Thrace. The goat featured on the reverse was the animal sacred to Hermes while the 
image of Pan alludes to another local cult of Ainos. This rustic deity was worshipped 
together with the nymphs in a cave at the foot of the acropolis at Ainos. 

Ira & Larry Goldberg Coins & Collectibles, Sale 98, “The Pre-Long Beach Auction 
June 4-7, 2017” lot 2102, realized US$ 3,250 before fees. 
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